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Liverpool Primary Schools

Liverpool Primary Schools’ Cross Country Association

INVITATION TO THE 
LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE
(OPEN TO ALL MERSEYSIDE SCHOOLS)

Dear Colleague,

[bookmark: _Hlk132283981]This is an invitation for your children to take part in fastest growing and most successful Primary School sport you can enter. There is no equipment needed, you just set the children off running and meet them at the end. We do the rest.

For the children, they get the opportunity to keep running until they have done their best; be that 50th instead of 51st or as many Merseyside children have done, keep going until they become National Champions. Large school, intermediate school or small school – there is talent everywhere and it should be given the chance to flourish.

Size of school does not matter. We split schools into large, intermediate and small and as we time each race, every child is fairly considered for inclusion in the Representative teams. 

ENTRY IS OPEN TO SCHOOLS ACROSS THE LIVERPOOL CITY REGION, NOT JUST LIVERPOOL SCHOOLS.

We have just completed a full cross country League season, and this year we have found a plethora of new talent. So, thanks to all those schools that have taken part and for your assistance and support throughout the year. I know the pressures on schools and teachers is intense but when reading this please consider the impact joining us could have on your children.

A record entry of 81 schools saw an average of 700+ runners at each event. At one event, a total of 842 children ran in the six races. Incredible.

[bookmark: _Hlk131766882]47 Boys and 41 Girls from 28 separate Primary Schools represented Merseyside this season and the camaraderie that generated all season had to be seen to be believed. In addition, children from 100 separate Primary Schools represented their Districts in the Cross Challenge Primary Schools’ Inter District and/or the County Primary Schools’ Championships – (Liverpool 43, Wirral 22, Sefton 23, Knowsley 11 and St Helens 1).

The thrill involved in seeing so many Merseyside pupils achieving such phenomenal success, individually and as teams, on a national stage was electrifying. A memory that will last a lifetime for me and the other staff, but more importantly, for those children. This system seems to work but we want it better, with you involved. 68 of those children can now call themselves National Champions, with a further 20 National Bronze medallists.

In a further twist, 7 of last season’s National Champions carried on again into Year 7 and the Year 7 Girls are again National Champions. On that day 95 Merseyside children returned from Kenilworth with a National medal and 4 National Championships and 1 Third Place. 

In the five seasons since we formed Merseyside Primary Schools’ Cross Country Representative Teams our children have now won 11 National Championships, 5 Second Places and 3 Third Places, 19 out of a possible 24. In addition, the children have produced 2 individual National Champions, 1 Runner Up and 3 bronze medallists.

[bookmark: _Hlk195538646]But we know that this is just the tip of the iceberg. So many schools are not taking part and, therefore, so many talented children are missing out on a marvellous opportunity.

The smiles you see on the children’s faces in school can be carried into the races and beyond. The enjoyment, resilience and can-do attitude that is engendered, helps with the children’s mental and physical well-being and is life changing. Many of us will have come across the former pupils who fondly remember the sport and the trips. But mostly, they remember the teachers who helped them to achieve in their lives and are grateful for all those who supported what they loved doing in primary school. You are responsible for their happy memories. 

It was refreshing this season to see a growing band of teachers turning up to watch and support the children in Sefton Park at the Cross Challenge, Blundellsands at the County Championships and, even, in Kenilworth at the National Championships.

Now is the time to start looking at next season. This is an invitation to join the 75 schools already aware of what cross country and athletics can bring to your children and school. School Sport Premium money has been ring fenced again for next season and one of the five tenets for use promotes the Daily Mile. Why not use that to provide an unrivalled opportunity for your children?

We want to continue building on the strong foundations we have so far achieved together. Encourage your children to try as much as possible. Different sports and associations can work alongside each other for the benefit of the children. There is nothing to prevent children representing their city in more than one sport. It just needs cooperation.





AND FINALLY…

Below is a link to Google Forms which will take you to next year’s application form. It will only take a few minutes to complete but it is vital that you complete the form by FRIDAY 18TH JULY 2025.

We have a lot of administration work to do before the end of the school year so that you receive all the relevant information in good time for the first race in September 2025.

WE NOW HAVE TO INSIST THAT ALL SCHOOLS SHOULD FORWARD PAYMENT IN FULL WITH THEIR ENTRY. YOUR SCHOOL WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO COMPETE IF WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED FULL PAYMENT.

THIS IS DUE TO THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS’ WE HAVE HAD TO CHASE FOR PAYMENT (SOME STILL UNSUCCESSFULLY) THROUGHOUT THE SEASON. IT’S SAD, BECAUSE THE MONEY IS POURED BACK TO THE CHILDREN.

For the Luddites, I have attached a paper application form and an invoice for your admin staff to fill in. 

The link to take you form is https://forms.gle/quXrZxGV7x8ZkU3J8

PS… 

You will receive full details of all events once you have affiliated. I have attached the Liverpool Primary School term dates for next year. If yours are different, please let me know.

If your school is not fully committed to competing, then please do not enter. Schools failing to compete dilute the value of the competitions. Leagues are set up based on the numbers who enter, and schools are expected to attend all races. Ticking the box comes with a commitment. Do not enter unless you have the infrastructure set up to compete all winter.

However, we hope that you will enter. Our events are the fastest growing sporting events for Primary School children, and we have been instrumental in extending those events to now include all five Merseyside Boroughs with a pathway to represent Merseyside in National events. 

The road to next year’s National Finals on Saturday 21st March 2026 starts now.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

IF YOU RECEIVE THIS EMAIL MORE THAN ONCE, APOLOGIES BUT I AM TRYING TO REACH EVERY SCHOOL AND DO NOT WANT TO MISS ANYONE. 

You can also access information about all events at our website: www.liverpoolprimaryrunning.org.uk

or follow Liverpool Primary Running on Twitter - @primaryrunning

Once your entry is accepted, you will be invited on to the Liverpool Primary Schools’ WhatsApp group.

PLEASE NOTE - PLEASE USE THE ADDRESS BELOW FOR ALL CORRESPONDENCE.

Thanks

[bookmark: _Hlk137561225]Tony Scanlon 
Honorary Chair, Liverpool and District Primary Schools’ Cross Country Association
Honorary Secretary, Merseyside County Primary Schools’ Athletic Association
Honorary Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, Liverpool Primary Schools’ Athletic Association 
Correspondence – 16 Barkhill Road, Aigburth, Liverpool L17 6AZ
Mobile – 07742 593 357  
email – gt.scanlon@btinternet.com
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