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Liverpool Primary Schools

LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE
Dear Colleague,

The first cross country league race for the 2025/2026 season takes place on Thursday 18th September 2025 at Croxteth Park and is being hosted by St Paul’s Primary School, assisted by St Mary’s (West Derby) Primary School. 

The course is on the field near to St Mary’s Church and the West Derby Gate but all schools should use the main Croxteth Park car park, entered by the Muirhead Avenue East Gates, Liverpool L12 0HB.

Please advise your parents and supporters NOT to park by the West Derby Gate as emergency access is required at all times. 

74 schools have entered this season and we are pleased to welcome some new faces as well as, of course, all the seasoned campaigners.

SEASON 2025/2026

Attached again are the Competitions’ Information, full list of dates, a cross country rules letter and the classification of Large, Intermediate and Small Schools. 

PLEASE READ ALL THE ATTACHED INFORMATION CAREFULLY. 

THERE HAVE BEEN CHANGES MADE SINCE LAST SEASON.

CHRIST THE KING, FLORENCE MELLY AND THE BEACON HAVE ALL MOVED CATEGORIES.

THE RACE ORDER FOR THIS SEASON IS LARGE SCHOOLS FOLLOWED BY SMALL SCHOOLS AND FINALLY INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS.

Race One will start at 4.10pm and each race will follow approximately 5 – 7 minutes thereafter. Schools are advised to arrive in sufficient time to prepare for their race and allow the children time to warm up.

MEDIA

INSTAGRAM

We have now set up a Instagram page for Liverpool Primary Athletics. On this we will be posting event information and updates, highlights from races and events and any other relevant information.

CONSEQUENTLY, PHOTOS AND CLIPS OF VIDEOS FROM RACES WILL BE POSTED BUT ALL CHILDREN WILL REMAIN ANONYMOUS.

The account is @liverpoolprimaryathletics

Give it a follow.

WHATSAPP GROUP

I include everyone who has provided a mobile phone number in the WhatsApp group. That is now the first point of call if the weather inhibits the races. SOME COLLEAGUES HAVE RECENTLY LEFT THE GROUP. THAT REMOVES YOUR FIRST ROUTE TO WEATHER INFORMATION. The WhatsApp group is updated throughout race day.

LIVERPOOL REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS

51 Boys and 56 Girls from 43 separate Primary Schools represented Liverpool this season (with 43 of those going on to run for Merseyside) and the camaraderie that generated all season had to be seen to be believed. The thrill involved in seeing so many Liverpool (and Merseyside) pupils achieving such phenomenal success, individually and as teams, on a national stage was electrifying. A memory that will last a lifetime for me and the other staff, but more importantly, for those children. This system seems to work but we want it better, with you involved. 30 of those children can now call themselves National Champions, with a further 13 National Bronze medallists.



The process to select this season’s Liverpool Representative Teams begins with Race One. We will be timing the first 40 children in all six races at the first four events of the season. 

TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN THE BEST CHANCE OF DOING THEMSELVES JUSTICE THEY NEED TO BE RUNNING IN ALL OF THE FIRST FOUR RACES.

THE ROAD TO THE NATIONAL FINALS ON 21ST MARCH 2026 STARTS NOW.

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Following the retirement of Allan Roderick, after his 50 years of involvement in school cross country and athletics and the untimely death of Kate Griffin, head teacher of Christ the King and long-time supporter of our events, we instituted two new awards in 2022.

The ALLAN RODERICK AWARD will be presented to the Year 6 child in each League classification (Large, Intermediate, Small Schools – Boys and Girls) who performs best over the full season. As per the schools’ awards, we will use each child’s best five individual results. There will therefore be six awards in total.

The KATE GRIFFIN MEMORIAL AWARD will be presented to the Year 5 child in each League classification (Large, Intermediate, Small Schools – Boys and Girls) who performs best over the full season. As per the schools’ awards, we will use each child’s best five individual results. There will therefore be six awards in total. 

TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN THE BEST CHANCE OF DOING THEMSELVES JUSTICE THEY NEED TO BE RUNNING IN ALL OF THE SIX RACES.

In addition, we will again be looking to award the ZOE TYNAN SPIRIT OF RUNNING AWARD. To honour the spirit of Zoe Tynan we inaugurated an award to recognise similar children who lead others by example and encouragement. This award is given to the child who is an asset to you and their peers at training in school, before and after races and during the events themselves. You should be considering your children for 
nomination from the first day you return to school. You will recognise them because every school has someone.

ROAD RELAY CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

The Road Relay Championships for the 2025/2026 season takes place on Monday 22nd September 2025 at Wavertree Sports’ Park. 

Attached is a Road Relay Championships’ Rules’ letter and entry form.

Please read ALL the attached information carefully.

There will be three races; 

Race 1:  Girls (4 x 1 kilometre)
Race 2:  Boys (4 x 1 kilometre)
Race 3:  Mixed (4 x 1 kilometre)

Race 1 will start at 4.15pm. Schools are advised to arrive in sufficient time to prepare for their race and allow the child time to warm up. 

There is still an opportunity for your school to take part in this fun early season event. If your school is intending to participate, please fill in and return the attached entry form immediately and, in any case, no later than Wednesday 17th September 2025. 

If you indicated that you intended to compete when you affiliated last July, then you are already entered. If anything has changed, please let me know. Half of those schools that originally entered last year, then failed to appear on the evening, most without having the courtesy to let us know and leaving those who had attended waiting around for arrivals that never happened.

YOU CAN ENTER ALL THREE RACES OR JUST BOYS AND/OR GIRLS OR EVEN JUST THE MIXED RELAY, AS SOME SCHOOLS HAVE DONE.

AND FINALLY…

We are still looking for fresh blood on the Committee. If you can spare an hour about five times per year, let me know. We have lost several committee members over the last three years, through teaching relocations and plain old age. We need you to regenerate the best events in primary schools.

We look forward to seeing you for the League race on Thursday 18th September 2025.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

You can also access information about all events at our website  www.liverpoolprimaryrunning.org

or follow Liverpool Primary Running

 on Twitter - @primaryrunning or Instagram - @liverpoolprimaryathletics
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