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Liverpool Primary Schools

Liverpool Primary Schools’ Cross Country Association

COMPETITIONS’ INFORMATION

Dear Colleague,

The LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE takes place over six races for boys and girls (four in late September/early October and two in late February/early March) and each race is divided into Large, Intermediate and Small Schools, based on pupil numbers. The course for all races is 1500 metres and you would require the following number of runners;

Small Schools – Maximum 8 runners with 4 to count
Intermediate Schools – Maximum 10 runners with 5 to count
Large Schools – Maximum 12 runners with 6 to count

Trophies and medals are presented at the end of the season. The first race is scheduled to take place on Thursday 17th September 2026 at Croxteth Park.

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Following the retirement of Allan Roderick, after his 50 years of involvement in school cross country and athletics and the untimely death of Kate Griffin, head teacher of Christ the King and long-time supporter of our events, we instituted two new awards.

The Allan Roderick Award will be presented to the Year 6 child in each League classification (Large, Intermediate, Small Schools – Boys and Girls) who performs best over the full season. As per the schools’ awards, we will use each child’s best five individual results. There will therefore be six awards in total.

The Kate Griffin Memorial Award will be presented to the Year 5 child in each League classification (Large, Intermediate, Small Schools – Boys and Girls) who performs best over the full season. As per the schools’ awards, we will use each child’s best five individual results. There will therefore be six awards in total.

The Zoe Tynan Spirit of Running Award will be presented to those athletes who honour the spirit of Zoe Tynan by leading others by example and encouragement.

The Liverpool Primary Schools’ Road Relay Championships will take place on Tuesday 22nd September 2026 at Wavertree.  

This season there will be three races: Boys, Girls and Mixed (2 Boys and 2 Girls). Children can only run in one race. Each team will consist of four runners (two Year Six pupils and two Year 5 and below pupils). The runners run one at a time as in a track relay and you can sort out the order that suits your team. So, you could run your Year 5s as runners 1 and 2 and your Year 6 runners as runners 3 and 4 or you could alternate them. It will be up to you.

Trophies and medals will be presented for all three races.

We will again be accepting school ‘B’ teams into the three races.

The Liverpool Primary Schools’ Athletic Association City Cross Country Championships will take place on Tuesday 9th March and Monday 15th March 2027.  

All Liverpool schools are entitled to compete in the Large and Small Schools’ City Championships, subject to entry. This is a separate competition from the League, so there is no Intermediate classification. 

All entrants are split into either Large or Small schools, depending on the entry which is why school numbers are so important. In each race on Tuesday 9th March 2027, the top 7 schools qualify for the Final City Championships on Monday 15th March 2027. Thus, there are 7 Large schools and 7 Small schools in each of the 4 races in the Final.





In addition, if your school does not qualify for the Final but you have individual children who finish in the Large and Small Schools’ races on Tuesday 9th March 2027, then they are also invited to the Final City Championships as individual qualifiers.

We want to make sure the best children do not miss out. 

Trophies and medals are presented for all three events, the Large and Small Schools’ races and the Champions’ races.

The Liverpool Primary Schools’ Athletic Association Athletics’ Championships will take place in June 2027. 

Schools are split into District events for Large and Small Schools with Year 6 Boys and Girls and Year 5 Boys and Girls having separate competitions. Again, the leading competitors qualify for the City Championships in July 2027.

All the District events and the City Championships take place on the superb, refurbished facilities at Wavertree Sports Centre track. Spectators fill the stands and the children will truly feel like Olympic athletes. 
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Tony Scanlon 

Chair, Liverpool and District Primary Schools’ Cross Country Association
Honorary Secretary, Merseyside County Primary Schools’ Athletic Association
Honorary Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, Liverpool Primary Schools’ Athletic Association 

Correspondence – 16 Barkhill Road, Aigburth, Liverpool L17 6AZ

Mobile – 07742 593 357 email – gt.scanlon@btinternet.com
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